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Peoples of God 
Kevin T. Bauder 

 

(All biblical citations are from the NASB) 

 
PSALM 67 

For the choir director; with stringed instruments. A Psalm. A Song. 
1 
God be gracious to us and bless us, 

And cause His face to shine upon us— 

Selah. 
2 
That Your way may be known on the earth, 

Your salvation among all nations. 
3 
Let the peoples praise You, O God; 

Let all the peoples praise You. 
4 
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy; 

For You will judge the peoples with uprightness 

And guide the nations on the earth. 

Selah. 
5 
Let the peoples praise You, O God; 

Let all the peoples praise You. 
6 
The earth has yielded its produce; 

God, our God, blesses us. 
7 
God blesses us, 

That all the ends of the earth may fear Him. 

 

Key Terms: 

 

Goyim: Nations, peoples (2) 

‘Amim: Peoples (3, 4b, 5) 

L’omim: Peoples (4a, c) 

 

Question One: What is a people? 
 

Genesis 10 
5 
From these the coastlands of the nations were 

separated into their lands, every one according to 

his language, according to their families, into their 

nations. 

 
20 

These are the sons of Ham, according to their 

families, according to their languages, by their 

lands, by their nations. 

 
31 

These are the sons of Shem, according to their 

families, according to their languages, by their 

lands, according to their nations. 
32 

These are the families of the sons of Noah, 

according to their genealogies, by their nations; 

and out of these the nations were separated on the 

earth after the flood. 

 

Key terms:  

Goy: Nation, people 

Lashon: Tongue, language 

’Erets: Land 

Mishpachah: Clan, family 
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Genesis 11 

 
1 
Now the whole earth used the same language and 

the same words. 
2 
It came about as they journeyed 

east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar 

and settled there. 
3 
They said to one another, 

“Come, let us make bricks and burn them 

thoroughly.” And they used brick for stone, and 

they used tar for mortar. 
4 
They said, “Come, let us 

build for ourselves a city, and a tower whose top 

will reach into heaven, and let us make for 

ourselves a name, otherwise we will be scattered 

abroad over the face of the whole earth.” 
5 
The 

LORD came down to see the city and the tower 

which the sons of men had built. 
6 
The LORD said, 

“Behold, they are one people, and they all have 
a
the same language. And this is what they began to 

do, and now nothing which they purpose to do will 

be impossible for them. 
7 
Come, let Us go down 

and there confuse their language, so that they will 

not understand one another’s speech.” 
8 
So the 

LORD scattered them abroad from there over the 

face of the whole earth; and they stopped building 

the city. 
9 
Therefore its name was called 

a
Babel, 

because there the LORD confused the language of 

the whole earth; and from there the LORD scattered 

them abroad over the face of the whole earth. 

 

A. A people is first and foremost  

 

 

 

B. The existence of peoples began at 

 

 

 

C. Inference: individuals before the tower of Babel were members of 

 

 

 

Question Two: What is a people of God? 
[NOTE: Before the calling of Abraham, all nations were devoted to false gods (the “gods of the 

nations,” (2 Kg 18:33).] 

 

A. It is a  

 
Isaiah 19 

18 
In that day five cities in the land of Egypt 

will be speaking the language of Canaan and 

swearing allegiance to the LORD of hosts; one will 

be called the City of Destruction. 
19 

In that day there will be an altar to the LORD 

in the midst of the land of Egypt, and a pillar to 

the LORD near its border. 
20 

It will become a sign 

and a witness to the LORD of hosts in the land of 

Egypt; for they will cry to the LORD because of 

oppressors, and He will send them a Savior and a 
b
Champion, and He will deliver them. 

21 
Thus the 

LORD will make Himself known to Egypt, and the 

Egyptians will know the LORD in that day. They 

will even worship with sacrifice and offering, and 

will make a vow to the LORD and perform it. 
22 

The LORD will strike Egypt, striking but healing; 

so they will return to the LORD, and He will 

respond to them and will heal them. 
23 

In that day there will be a highway from 

Egypt to Assyria, and the Assyrians will come into 

Egypt and the Egyptians into Assyria, and the 

Egyptians will worship with the Assyrians. 
24 

In that day Israel will be the third party with 

Egypt and Assyria, a blessing in the midst of the 

earth, 
25 

whom the LORD of hosts has blessed, 

saying, “Blessed is Egypt My people, and Assyria 

the work of My hands, and Israel My inheritance.” 
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B. But one that is 

 

 

 

Question Three: Who was the first people of God? 
 

A. The first people of God was constituted at 

 
Exodus 19 

3 
Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to 

him from the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall 

say to the house of Jacob and tell the sons of 

Israel: 
4 
‘You yourselves have seen what I did to 

the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ 

wings, and brought you to Myself. 
5 
‘Now then, if 

you will indeed obey My voice and keep My 

covenant, then you shall be My own possession 

among all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine; 
6 
and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a 

holy nation.’ These are the words that you shall 

speak to the sons of Israel.” 

 

B. God’s purpose was that this people should serve as 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Psalm 98 

2 
The LORD has made known His salvation; 

He has revealed His righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
3 
He has remembered His lovingkindness and His faithfulness to the house of Israel; 

All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

 

C. This people was effectively “unpeopled” by 

 

 

 
Hosea 1:9 And the LORD said, “Name him Lo-ammi, for you are not My people and I am not your God.” 

 

Isaiah 65 
1 
I am sought of them that asked not for me; I am 

found of them that sought me not: I said, Behold 

me, behold me, unto a nation that was not called 

by my name. 
2 
I have spread out my hands all the 

day unto a rebellious people, which walketh in a 

way that was not good, after their own thoughts; 
3 

A people that provoketh me to anger continually to 

my face; that sacrificeth in gardens, and burneth 

incense upon altars of brick; 
4 
Which remain 

among the graves, and lodge in the monuments, 

which eat swine’s flesh, and broth of abominable 

things is in their vessels; 
5 
Which say, Stand by 

thyself, come not near to me; for I am holier than 

thou. These are a smoke in my nose, a fire that 

burneth all the day. 
6 
Behold, it is written before 

me: I will not keep silence, but will recompense, 

even recompense into their bosom, 
7 
Your 

iniquities, and the iniquities of your fathers 

together, saith the LORD, which have burned 

incense upon the mountains, and blasphemed me 

upon the hills: therefore will I measure their 

former work into their bosom. 
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Question Four: How is the Church a people of God? 
 
1 Corinthians 12:13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, 

whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. 

 

Ephesians 2 
11 

Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past 

Gentiles in the flesh, who are called 

Uncircumcision by that which is called the 

Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; 
12 

That 

at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens 

from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers 

from the covenants of promise, having no hope, 

and without God in the world: 
13 

But now in Christ 

Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made 

nigh by the blood of Christ.  
14 

For he is our peace, who hath made both 

one, and hath broken down the middle wall of 

partition between us; 
15 

Having abolished in his 

flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments 

contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of 

twain one new man, so making peace; 
16 

And that 

he might reconcile both unto God in one body by 

the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: 
17 

And 

came and preached peace to you which were afar 

off, and to them that were nigh. 
18 

For through him 

we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father. 
19 

Now therefore ye are no more strangers and 

foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and 

of the household of God; 
20 

And are built upon the 

foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus 

Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 
21 

In 

whom all the building fitly framed together 

groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: 
22 

In 

whom ye also are builded together for an 

habitation of God through the Spirit.  

 

A. The Church is constituted as a people by 

 

 

 

B. Consequently, the Church is not only a different  

 

 

 

Question Five: How is the church related to Israel? 
 

A. There are continuities, such as 

 

 

 

B. There are also discontinuities, such as 

 

 

 

C. Consequently, the relationship is one of  
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1 Peter 2 

But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, 

an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should 

shew forth the praises of him who hath called you 

out of darkness into his marvellous light: 
10 

Which 

in time past were not a people, but are now the 

people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but 

now have obtained mercy. 

 

Question Six: How many peoples of God will there be? 
 

A. Isaiah specifically predicts 

 

 

 

B. The Tribulation includes evangelization of 

 

 

 
Revelation 7 

9 
After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, 

which no man could number, of all nations, and 

kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before 

the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with 

white robes, and palms in their hands; 
10 

And cried 

with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God 

which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb. 
11 

And all the angels stood round about the throne, 

and about the elders and the four beasts, and fell 

before the throne on their faces, and worshipped 

God, 
12 

Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and 

wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and 

power, and might, be unto our God for ever and 

ever. Amen.  
13 

And one of the elders answered, saying unto 

me, What are these which are arrayed in white 

robes? and whence came they? 
14 

And I said unto 

him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These 

are they which came out of great tribulation, and 

have washed their robes, and made them white in 

the blood of the Lamb. 

 
Revelation 14 

6 
And I saw another angel fly in the midst of 

heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach 

unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every 

nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, 
7 

Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give 

glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is 

come: and worship him that made heaven, and 

earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters. 

 

C. Even in the New Jerusalem 

 

 

 
Revelation 21 

1 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the 

first heaven and the first earth passed away, and 

there is no longer any sea. 
2 
And I saw the holy 

city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 

from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her 

husband. 
3 
And I heard a loud voice from the 

throne, saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is 

among men, and He will 
b
dwell among them, and 

they shall be His people, and God Himself will be 

among them, 
4 
and He will wipe away every tear 

from their eyes; and there will no longer be any 

death; there will no longer be any mourning, or 

crying, or pain; the first things have passed away.” 
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NOTE: the term peoples in verse 3 is plural in Scrivener’s TR, Hodges-Farstad, and Nestle-

Aland 27; this reading is supported by Aleph, A, 046, 2053 and twelve other minuscules. 

Metzger gives it a {B} rating. 
 
22 

I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the 

Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 
23 

And 

the city has no need of the sun or of the moon to 

shine on it, for the glory of God has illumined it, 

and its lamp is the Lamb. 
24 

The nations will 

walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will 

bring their glory into it. 
25 

In the daytime (for 

there will be no night there) its gates will never 

be closed; 
26 

and they will bring the glory and 

the honor of the nations into it; 
27 

and nothing 

unclean, and no one who practices abomination 

and lying, shall ever come into it, but only those 

whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of 

life. 

 

 

 


